
Check out our website at 
http://ses.sd85.bc.ca/ 

Gilakas'la  
 
Welcome to a new way of learning! 2020 sure has 
brought some challenges with it, but Sunset students 
and staff have risen to the occasion! Over the past 
couple of weeks, we have been making connections 
with families and planning learning in this new 
context. Thank you to all families as you have grappled 
with the various technology, platforms for learning, 
and new schedules; this sure has been a steep learning 
curve for all of us. 
 
Even though we are not physically together, we are 
working to keep the feeling of community that our 
students have been building all year, so if you can get 
your child online for class meetings, I urge you to do 
so. Not only is learning going on at this time, but your 
kids will be able to see and chat with classmates. Also, 
Mr. Ogren is posting music lessons and magic lessons 
for all students to try. This could lead to home 
concerts and magic shows! 
 
Our families are in our hearts and on our minds. Do 

not be afraid to reach out to your classroom teacher 

about your child’s learning if you are concerned, 

having difficulties getting assignments, or returning 

assignments. We are all learning how to do this and 

there will be mistakes. Thank you for your patience. 

Finally, stay safe. 

 
Gilakas’la 
Kelly Amodeo 
 

 

 

Principal’s Message 

 

April 2020  

Message from the office 
 

Anybody needing to reach staff please leave a message at 
the school office number 250-956-4434 or email to  

dgreenlees@sd85.bc.ca.  The phone messages have been re-
routed to my email so you will be called back ASAP.   

Thanks, Mrs. Greenlees 

Parents, I want to acknowledge your hard work to help get 
this new, hopefully short term, learning up and running.  
 
The website www.mrogren.com has become the location for 
the Sunset Music Class, I really miss the music room though!  
There are a number of pages/categories on the site, includ-
ing recorders, bucket drumming, ukulele, rhythm & percus-
sion, guess the mystery item challenge and other fun activi-
ties.  
 
There are also online magic lessons, with a new trick posted 
on Mondays, with a written explanation. A video explanation 
will be posted Wednesday and then a Magic Club ZOOM 
Thursdays @ 1pm. 
 
My posts are a variety of activities that I hope are enjoyable. 
My goal is to provide some extra fun stuff for when you have 
finished your literacy and math assignments for your teach-
er. This is for an extra challenge or a laugh. 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
Mr. Ogren 

http://www.mrogren.com


What does school look like at home? 

"For me as a working mom, and now home schooling Mom with three kids, the most important aspect to making this 
situation successful has been to develop a bit of a daily schedule. I have to keep expectations low; if they do a solid 
hour of work a day, then I'm happy as I have to factor in time each day for my own work too.  We have a built in time 
for "creative" activities (the messiest stuff!) so they aren't springing a big baking activity on me during the time I've 
assigned to my own work.  Our schedule also ensures that each day they're doing some kind of sewing, art or cooking 
activity... all things we would have less time to do during our normal lives which is a bonus of this situation.  There's a 
lot of great learning to be done with those real life tasks.  
It's all a bit of a trial and error thing and that's ok...Some days feel like a success, and some definitely don't!  But in 
the end, keeping my kids healthy and happy is my biggest priority.  Good luck and stay well!" 
 
Roybn A. 

It has been an adjustment to this new normal! I’ve worked from my 
home office for over 5 years with travel, so I’m now home more but 
now have my children to join me in my full virtual work day! The 
struggle to balance is real!    
Things that we find have been helpful:  
1) have a set, but fluid schedule  
2) talk about fun things you may do the next day 

(walks, visit to beach, crafts)  
3) have gratitude for this time as a family together and  
4) keep safe (this is an excellent time to learn about science and 

biochemistry and other places in the world. Also a good time to 
learn about journalism and good news sources!).  

Megan H. 

Brenna & Mrs. 
Brown doing 
school work  

together with 
Zoom. 

Art class from home while keeping in touch 
with teachers and friends.   
Alyssa M. 



Flat Minecraft Grant 

The girls have a set schedule to do their assigned 
work from their teachers. They are set up at two 
separate work stations to focus and concentrate 
without distractions. After they are done they 
each have a chore to do then they are free to 
play.  
They also walk their dog everyday for 30-45 
minutes. 
 
K. Wykes 

My work week consists of con-
necting with Students and Par-
ents through class dojo and 
Zoom meetings. To help with 
all the different activities and 
meeting times, we have set up 
a schedule system to make 
sure everyone in our house 
knows what they need to be 
doing through out each day of 
the week.  
 
This includes school work, free 
time, cleaning, DPA etc. The 
schedules seem to be working 
and keeping the girls on track 

with their learning journey!  
 
S. Fraser 


